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(57) ABSTRACT

A flexible portable device is disclosed. The flexible portable
device includes a display unit for displaying an image, a
communication unit for performing communication with an
external device, a sensor unit for sensing user input or an
environment of the flexible portable device, and a control unit
for controlling the flexible portable device and the units of the
flexible portable device, wherein the sensor unit includes a
motion sensor unit for sensing motion of the flexible portable
device and/or motion with respect to the flexible portable
device, the flexible portable device has at least one flexible
area which is bendable, and the motion sensor unit is located
at a first area at which influence on the motion sensor unit
when the flexible area is bent is avoided or minimized.
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1
FLEXIBLE PORTABLE DEVICE

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2012-0063793, filed on Jun. 14, 2012, which is
hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a flexible portable device,
and more particularly, to a flexible portable device which
includes a flexible display or is configured to be flexible.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

Mobility is an important factor when users use electronic
instruments. In recent years, various portable electronic
devices having the same performance as a desktop computer
as well as a mobile phone have come onto the market. Such
portable electronic devices have reduced size and weight so
that users can use various kinds of electronic information
during movement of the users.

Such portable devices perform various functions in addi-
tion to basic functions, such as conventional data transmis-
sion and reception. For this reason, it is necessary for users to
more conveniently and accurately control the devices. In par-
ticular, recent portable devices include various sensors for
recognizing the operation of each of the devices and the
operation with respect to each of the devices so that the device
can be controlled based thereupon. Also, sensitivity and rec-
ognition degree of the sensors have been increasingly
improved with advances in technology, and method and
applications for controlling the device using the sensors have
been diversified.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a flexible
portable device that substantially obviates one or more prob-
lems due to limitations and disadvantages of the related art.

An object of the present invention is to provide a portable
device that can be more conveniently and accurately con-
trolled by a user.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
portable device including a motion sensor, wherein a sensing
error caused due to flexibility of the portable device can be
minimized in a case in which the portable device includes a
flexible display or a portion or the entirety of the portable
device is flexible.

Additional advantages, objects, and features of the inven-
tion will be set forth in part in the description which follows
and in part will become apparent to those having ordinary
skill in the art upon examination of the following or may be
learned from practice of the invention. The objectives and
other advantages of the invention may be realized and
attained by the structure particularly pointed out in the written
description and claims hereof as well as the appended draw-
ings.

To achieve these objects and other advantages and in accor-
dance with the purpose of the invention, as embodied and
broadly described herein, a flexible portable device includes
a display unit for displaying an image, a communication unit
for performing communication with an external device, a
sensor unit for sensing user input or an environment of the
flexible portable device, and a control unit for controlling the
flexible portable device and the units of the flexible portable
device, wherein the sensor unit includes a motion sensor unit
for sensing motion of the flexible portable device and/or
motion with respect to the flexible portable device, the flex-
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2

ible portable device has at least one flexible area which is
bendable, and the motion sensor unit is located at a first area
atwhich influence on the motion sensor unit when the flexible
area is bent is avoided or minimized.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description of the
present invention are exemplary and explanatory and are
intended to provide further explanation of the invention as
claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this application, illustrate
embodiment(s) of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principle of the invention. In the
drawings:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a portable device
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a view showing the portable device according to
the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a view showing a display control operation of the
portable device according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a view showing a display control operation of the
portable device according to another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a view showing a flexible portable device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a view showing a motion sensing operation of the
flexible portable device according to the embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 7 is a view showing a portable device according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a view showing a portable device according to
another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a view showing a portable device according to
another embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 10 is a view showing a control operation of a device
according to a further embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Wherever pos-
sible, the same reference numbers will be used throughout the
drawings to refer to the same or like parts.

Although most terms of elements in this specification have
been selected from general ones widely used in the art taking
into consideration functions thereof in this specification, the
terms may be changed depending on the intention or conven-
tion of those skilled in the art or the introduction of new
technology. Some terms have been arbitrarily selected by the
applicant and their meanings are explained in the following
description as needed. Thus, the terms used in this specifica-
tion should be construed based on the overall content of this
specification together with the actual meanings of the terms
rather than their simple names or meanings.

With advances in electronic device manufacturing technol-
ogy, digital devices have been miniaturized. The present
invention relates to a portable electronic device, which will
hereinafter be referred to as a portable device. The portable
device includes various electronic devices having mobility.
Examples of the portable device may include a mobile phone,
personal digital assistant (PDA), laptop computer, tablet PC,
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MP3 player, CD player, and DVD player. Hereinafter, the
portable device may be simply referred to as a device.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a portable device
according to an embodiment of the present invention. As
shown in FIG. 1, the portable device includes a storage unit
1010, a communication unit 1020, a sensor unit 1030, an
audio input/output unit 1040, a camera unit 1050, a display
unit 1060, a power unit 1070, a processor 1080, and a con-
troller 1090.

The storage unit 1010 may store various kinds of digital
data, such as videos, audio, pictures, motion pictures, and
applications. The storage unit 1010 may be realized by vari-
ous kinds of digital data storage devices, such as a flash
memory, hard disk drive (HDD), and solid state drive (SSD).

The communication unit 1020 may communicate with an
external network using various protocols. That is, the com-
munication unit 1020 may transmit/receive data to/from the
external network. For example, the communication unit 1020
may be connected to the external network in a wired or
wireless fashion to transmit/receive digital data to/from the
external network.

The sensor unit 1030 recognizes various input of a user or
an environment of the portable device through a plurality of
sensors mounted to the portable device, and transmits the
recognized result to the controller 1090. The sensor unit 1030
may include a plurality of sensing devices. In an embodiment,
the sensing devices may include a gravity sensor, geomag-
netic sensor, motion sensor, gyro sensor, acceleration sensor,
inclination sensor, brightness sensor, altitude sensor, olfac-
tory sensor, temperature sensor, depth sensor, pressure sen-
sor, bending sensor, audio sensor, video sensor, global posi-
tioning system (GPS) sensor, and touch sensor. The sensor
unit 1030 commonly refers as various sensors specified
above. The sensor unit 1030 may sense various inputs of a
user and an environment of the portable device and transmit
the sensed result to the portable device so that the portable
device can perform an operation based on the sensed result.
The sensors may be included in the portable device as sepa-
rate elements or as at least one incorporated element.

The audio input/output unit 1040 includes an audio output
device, such as a speaker, and an audio input device, such as
a microphone. Audio may be output from the portable device
through the audio input/output unit 1040. Also, an audio may
be input to the portable device through the audio input/output
unit 1040. The audio input/output unit 1040 may be used as
the audio sensor.

The camera unit 1050 may take a picture and a motion
picture. According to embodiments, the camera unit 1050
may be selectively provided. The camera unit 1050 may be
used as the motion sensor or the video sensor.

The display unit 1060 may output an image to a display
screen. In a case in which a touch sensitive display is used as
the display, the display unit 1060 may be used as the touch
sensor. In a case in which the display or the portable device is
flexible, on the other hand, the display unit 1060 may be used
as the bending sensor.

The power unit 1070 is a power source connected to a
battery in the portable device or to an external power supply.
The power unit 1070 may supply power to the portable
device.

The processor 1080 may execute various applications
stored in the storage unit 1010, and may process data in the
portable device.

The controller 1090 may control the above-mentioned
units of the portable device, and may control transmission and
reception of data between the units and operations of the
respective units.
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The processor 1080 and the controller 1090 may be inte-
grated into a single chip which simultaneously performs the
operation of the processor 1080 and the operation of the
controller 1090. In this case, the processor 1080 and the
controller 1090 integrated into a single chip may hereinafter
be referred to as a control unit 1100.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the portable device
according to the embodiment of the present invention. Sev-
eral blocks are separately shown to logically distinguish
between the elements of the portable device. Consequently,
the elements of the portable device may be integrated into a
single chip or a plurality of chips depending upon a design of
the portable device.

In recent years, a portable device includes various sensors
for recognizing various motions of the portable device. As the
motions of the portable device are recognized, the portable
device may be used in various ways in addition to basic
functions, such as transmission and reception of data and a
display function. For example, various applications and pro-
grams, such as a remote controller for controlling an external
instrument and a game pad used to enjoy games, have been
proposed in connection with motions that can be recognized
by the portable device.

Also, only the shape of the portable device may hereinafter
be shown and described with the detailed construction of the
portable device being omitted. Even in this case, it should be
understood that the portable device includes at least one of the
elements as shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 2 is a view showing the portable device according to
the embodiment of the present invention.

Movement or an environment of the portable device may
be sensed/recognized using the plurality of sensors, as previ-
ously described. Hereinafter, movement of the portable
device recognized by the sensors included in the sensor unit
of FIG. 1 will be described.

The portable device may include a gravity sensor. The
gravity sensor may sense gravity applied to the portable
device to recognize whether the portable device has been
rotated with respect to the surface of the earth and a rotational
angle of the portable device in a case in which the portable
device has been rotated with respect to the surface of the
earth. When the portable device is rotated about an x axis ora
y axis as shown in FIG. 2, the gravity sensor may transmit an
electric signal based on the rotation to the controller, and the
controller may control the display/operation of the portable
device according to the rotation of the portable device.

The gravity sensor may be used as a tilt angle sensor. The
tilt angle sensor detects a tilt of the portable device in the
direction of the earth’s gravity. The tilt angle sensor includes
a sensor configured so that a pendulum is mounted to an angle
input axis of an angle sensor. In an embodiment, the sensor
may be classified as a displacement type sensor for directly
outputting an angle from a reference axis of the pendulum
indicating the direction of gravity or a torque balance type
sensor for balancing torque generated when an electromag-
netic wave is supplied to an electronic coil and torque gener-
ated by a tilt so that the pendulum can always be located at a
zero position.

The portable device may include a geomagnetic sensor.
The geomagnetic sensor senses the flow of a magnetic field
generated in the earth to detect an azimuth like a compass. As
shown in FIG. 2, the geomagnetic sensor may sense an azi-
muth of the portable device on an x-y plane thereof, and the
display/operation of the portable device may be controlled
according to the sensed result.

The portable device may include an acceleration sensor.
The acceleration sensor may process an output signal to mea-
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sure dynamic force, such as acceleration, vibration, and
impact, of an object. In other words, the acceleration sensor
may sense change in acceleration of the object in a specific
direction, and may output the sensed result as an electric
signal. As shownin FIG. 2, the acceleration sensor may detect
the movement of the portable device in an arbitrary direction.
For example, when force is applied to the portable device,
which is stopped or being moved, to accelerate the portable
device in a specific direction, the acceleration sensor senses
the movement of the portable device and outputs the sensed
result as an electric signal, and the display or operation of the
portable device is controlled according to the electric signal.
In the embodiment of the present invention, the acceleration
sensor may sense acceleration in an arbitrary X, y, or Z axis
direction and change of the acceleration.

The portable device may include a gyro sensor. The gyro
sensor senses an angle by which an object is rotated per unit
time. In other words, the gyro sensor senses acceleration of
the object. The above-mentioned acceleration sensor senses
acceleration of an object in a straight direction and change of
the acceleration, whereas the gyro sensor senses acceleration
of an object in a rotational direction and change of the accel-
eration. In a case in which the portable device is rotated about
an arbitrary X, y, or z axis as shown in FIG. 2, the gyro sensor
may sense rotational acceleration of the portable device, and
may output the sensed rotational acceleration of the portable
device as an electric signal. The display/operation of the
portable device may be controlled based on the acceleration.

The above-mentioned sensors are embodiments of sensors
which may be included in the portable device. That is, the
sensors are embodiments of sensors that are capable of sens-
ing motion of the portable device or motion of a user or an
environment with respect to the portable device. Hereinafter,
such sensors, i.e. sensors that are capable of sensing motion of
a user or motion of an environment with respect to the por-
table device and motion of the portable device and processing
the sensed motion into an electric signal, may be referred to as
amotion sensor. The motion sensor may include other sensors
that are capable of sensing motion of'a user or an environment
with respect to the portable device and motion of the portable
device and processing the sensed motion into an electric
signal in addition to the gravity sensor, geomagnetic sensor,
acceleration sensor, and gyro sensor. According to embodi-
ments, the above-mentioned sensors corresponding to the
motion sensor may be included in the portable device as a
single chip or a plurality of chips.

FIG. 3 is a view showing a display control operation of the
portable device according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3(a) shows that an image of a game application is
displayed on a display screen provided at the front of the
portable device. During display of the image, a user may
rotate the portable device in the clockwise direction or in the
counterclockwise direction as shown in FIG. 2. In particular,
in a car driving game as shown in FIG. 3, an advancing
direction of the car in the image is controlled according to the
rotation of the portable device. That is, a user may rotate the
portable device like a steering wheel of the car to control the
advancing direction of the car in the image. In this case, if the
entirety of the image is rotated with the portable device, it is
not possible for the user to view the image in a horizontal
state. As shown in FIG. 3, therefore, rotational inclination and
acceleration of the portable device may be sensed, the sensed
result may be reflected in the game, and, at the same time, the
display image may be controlled.

FIG. 3(b) shows a case in which the user rotates the por-
table device in the clockwise direction. A rotational angle and
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angular velocity of the portable device may be sensed by a
motion sensor, and the image may be displayed horizontally
with respect to the user based on the sensed result. That is, the
display image is rotated in the direction opposite to the direc-
tion in which the portable device is rotated, and therefore, it is
possible for the user to continue to view the image in a
horizontal state irrespective of the rotation of the portable
device. Also, the rotational angle and angular velocity of the
portable device may be sensed by the motion sensor, and the
sensed result may be reflected in the game application. In
other words, the game application, which is driven by the
processor of the portable device, may display the car in the
game in a state in which the driving of the car is controlled
using the rotational angle and angular velocity of the portable
device sensed by the motion sensor.

FIG. 3(c¢) shows a case in which the user rotates the por-
table device in the counterclockwise direction. Except for the
rotational direction of the portable device, the portable device
is controlled in the same manner as shown in FIG. 3(b).

FIG. 4 is a view showing a display control operation of the
portable device according to another embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 4(a) shows that an image is displayed on a display
screen provided at the front of the portable device. During
display of the image, a user may rotate the portable device in
the counterclockwise direction as shown in FIG. 2 or may be
turned over in an arbitrary direction.

FIG. 4(b) shows a case in which the portable device is
rotated by 90 degrees in the clockwise direction, and FIG.
4(c) shows a case in which the portable device is rotated by
180 degrees in the clockwise direction or in the counterclock-
wise direction. A rotational angle and turnover of the portable
device may be sensed by a motion sensor. Consequently, the
display of the portable device may be controlled in response
to the rotational angle and turnover of the portable device.
That is, the display image may be rotated or turned over so
that the display image can be displayed in parallel to the
direction in which the user holds the portable device.

In recent years, a flexible display has been commercial-
ized, and technology of controlling the operation of a flexible
device according to bending of the flexible display has been
realized. For the flexible device, even a substrate of the flex-
ible device is made of a flexible material so that the device can
be bent. For the flexible device, the substrate may be made of
metal foil, very thin glass, or plastic. Particularly for the
plastic substrate, a polycarbonate (PC) substrate, polyethyl-
ene terephthalate (PET) substrate, polyethersulfone (PES)
substrate, polyimde (PI) substrate, polyethylene naphthalate
(PEN) substrate, or AryLite substrate may be used. In this
specification, a device, a portion or the entirety of which is
flexible, such as a device including a flexible display, a device
the entirety of which is flexible, a device a portion of which is
flexible, and a device provided with a flexible display so that
the display is extended, may be referred to as a flexible por-
table device. For the convenience of description, the flexible
portable device may be referred to as a portable device or a
device.

FIG. 5 is a view showing a flexible portable device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

The drawings of FIG. 5 show a flexible display. Also, ina
case in which the portable device is flexible, the flexible
portable device may include the flexible display. Hereinafter,
an example of a portable device which is flexible, i.e. a flex-
ible portable device, will be described in detail.
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Although FIG. 5 and subsequent drawings briefly show the
shape of the flexible portable device, the flexible portable
device shown in FIG. 5 and subsequent drawings include the
units shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5(a) shows the flexible portable device before the
flexible portable device is bent. Based on flexibility of the
flexible portable device, the flexible portable device may be
classified as a bendable device as shown in FIG. 5(5), a
rollable device as shown in FIG. 5(¢), or a foldable or paper-
like device as shown in FIG. 5(d). Such classification is based
on flexibility of a display or a device. Consequently, the
above-mentioned devices may be regarded as bendable
devices. Hereinafter, the device will be described on the
assumption that bending of the device includes rolling or
folding of the device.

In a case in which the device is bent as shown in FIGS. 5(5)
to 5(d), the device may be malfunction according to the sens-
ing result of the motion sensor. In particular, in a case in which
aportion of the device at which the motion sensor is mounted
is bent from a state shown in FIG. 5(a), motion of the device
may be sensed unlike real motion of the device.

FIG. 6 is a view showing a motion sensing operation of the
flexible portable device according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 shows that, when a user moves the device upward
along a z axis, motion of the device is sensed by a motion
sensor. The left side of the drawing shows bent shapes of the
flexible device, and the right side of the drawing shows
motion of the flexible device, which is bent as shown in the
left side of the drawing, sensed and detected by the motion
sensor. In an embodiment, a motion sensor 6010 is mounted
at the right side lower end of the device as shown in the
drawing.

In the motion sensor 6010 shown in each left drawing of
FIG. 6, dotted line arrows indicate reference directions of the
motion sensor. A long dotted line arrow indicates a reference
upward and downward direction of the motion sensor, and a
short dotted line arrow indicates a reference right and left
direction of the motion sensor.

In a case in which the device is moved upward along a z
axis as shown in the left drawing of FIG. 6(a), the motion
sensor 6010 may sense the upward movement of the device
along the 7 axis as shown in the right drawing of FIG. 6(a). In
FIGS. 6(b) and 6(c), however, the motion sensor may sense
the movement of the device in different directions due to
bending of the device.

In a case in which the flexible device is bent as shown in
FIG. 6(b), the motion sensor is rotated by about 90 degrees in
the counterclockwise direction due to bending of the device.
As a result, the reference direction of the motion sensor is
changed as shown in the drawing. Although the device is
moved upward along the 7 axis as shown in the left drawing of
FIG. 6(b), the motion sensor may sense the right movement of
the device in an x axis direction as shown in the right drawing
of FIG. 6(b).

Also, in a case in which the flexible device is folded as
shown in FIG. 6(c), the motion sensor is rotated by about 180
degrees in a y axis direction due to bending of the device. As
a result, the reference direction of the motion sensor is
changed as shown in the drawing. Although the device is
moved upward along the 7 axis as shown in the left drawing of
FIG. 6(c), the motion sensor may sense the downward move-
ment of the device in a z axis direction as shown in the right
drawing of FIG. 6(c).

The portable device is flexible. When the portable device is
bent by the user, therefore, the motion sensor may be affected
by bending of the portable device depending upon the loca-
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tion of the motion sensor. The bending of the portable device
changes a reference plane or reference axis of a flexible area.
When the motion sensor is located at the bent portion of the
portable device, therefore, the motion sensor may recognize
the bending of the device as motion of the user or motion of a
surrounding environment. Otherwise, the motion sensor may
incorrectly recognize the movement of the bent device as
described with reference to FIG. 6. Therefore, a method of
disposing the motion sensor that is capable of preventing or
minimizing the occurrence of a sensing error of the motion
sensor due to bending of the flexible portable device will
hereinafter be described in detail. In other words, the method
how to locate the motion sensor unit at a first area of the
flexible portable device where the motion sensor unit is least
influenced when the flexible is bent will be described.

FIG. 7 is a view showing a portable device according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 7, the portable device includes a flexible
area and a nonflexible area. The nonflexible area is shaded.
The nonflexible area can be called as non-bendable area.

The portable device may be differently bent depending
upon flexibility of elements constituting the device. In other
words, nonflexible elements of the device may be disposed at
a specific area. Hereinafter, such a specific area may be
referred to as a nonflexible area. As shown in FIG. 7(a), the
portable device includes a nonflexible area 7010 provided at
the middle thereof. Alternatively, the portable device includes
a plurality of nonflexible areas 7020 and 7030 as shown in
FIG. 7(b).

In a case in which the portable device includes at least one
nonflexible area as shown in FIG. 7, the motion sensor may be
disposed at the nonflexible area. In a case in which a plurality
of' nonflexible areas 7020 and 7030 are provided as shown in
FIG. 7(b), the motion sensor may be disposed at the nonflex-
ible area 7030 included in a main body of the portable device.
The main body is a portion including the principal elements of
the portable device. In particular, the main body means a
portion of the portable device that is not variable by a user
when the user uses the portable device. In a normal case, the
main body may means a portion having the largest size among
aplurality of dividable areas of the portable device. That is, in
a case in which the portable device has two nonflexible areas
divided from each other by a flexible area as shown in FIG.
7(b), the area having the largest size may constitute the main
body. The main body may include a larger number of ele-
ments than the remaining portions of the portable device. Ina
case in which the motion sensor is disposed at the nonflexible
area, the influence of bending of the portable device on the
motion sensor may be avoided or minimized although the
portable device is bent.

FIG. 8 is a view showing a portable device according to
another embodiment of the present invention.

Specifically, FIG. 8(a) shows a portable device including a
rollable display received therein so that the rollable display
can be extended outward from the portable device when the
rollable display is used, and F1G. 8() shows a portable device
including a rollable display received therein in a state in
which the rollable display is partially exposed so that the
rollable display can be extended outward from the portable
device when the rollable display is used.

As shown in FIG. 8, the portable device includes a main
body 8010 or 8020 in which the flexible display is received.
The main body is not flexible. Therefore, the main body
corresponds to the nonflexible area described with reference
to FIG. 7. In a case in which the portable device is configured
as shown in FIG. 8, the main body may be less moved in
direction or position than an extendable portion of the por-
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table device or a sub body located at the extendable portion of
the portable device. That is, there is a high probability that the
portable device is maintained in a predetermined reference
direction when a user uses the portable device.

In a case in which the portable device is configured as
shown in FIG. 8, the present invention proposes an embodi-
ment in which a motion sensor is disposed at the main body of
the portable device, in which the display is received. In a case
in which the motion sensor is disposed at the main body ofthe
portable device, in which the display is received, i.e. a non-
flexible area, the influence on the motion sensor may be
avoided or minimized although the display of the portable
device is extended.

FIG. 9 is a view showing a portable device according to
another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 shows a reference bending axis area of a portable
device which is bendable. The portable device may have a
bending axis area which is bent according to flexibility of the
device. For example, in a case in which the device is bent in
the horizontal direction as shown in FIG. 9(a), the device may
have a bending axis area corresponding to a vertical shaded
portion. Alternatively, in a case in which the device is bent in
the vertical direction as shown in FIG. 9(5), the device may
have a bending axis area corresponding to a horizontal shaded
portion. FIGS. 9(c) and 9(d) show a case in which the device
is twisted. The device may be provided at the middle portion
thereof in the horizontal direction with a bending axis area
corresponding to a horizontal shaded portion. Alternatively,
the device may include a plurality of bending axis areas as
shown in FIGS. 9(e) and 9(f). FIG. 9(e) shows a case in which
bending axis areas are provided at the middle portions of the
device in the horizontal direction and in the vertical direction,
and FIG. 9(f) shows a case in which bending axis areas are
provided at the middle portions of the device in diagonal
directions. The device may include a larger number of bend-
ing axis areas than the illustrated examples. In a case in which
flexibility of the device is not uniform, the bending axis area
may mean an area including the largest number of portions
having low flexibility. In a case in which flexibility of the
device is uniform, the bending axis area may mean a reference
axis along which the device is bent according to the shape of
the device when the user uses the device as shown in FIGS.
9(a) to 9(d). The bending axis area may be provided in a
direction perpendicular to the bending direction of the device
or at the interface between a flexible area and a nonflexible
area.

The bending axis area shown in FIG. 9 may serve as an axis
along which the user bends the device. Alternatively, the
device may be designed to have such a bending axis area so
that the user can bend the device in a direction perpendicular
to the bending axis area in a corresponding axis direction. In
other words, elements having low flexibility may be disposed
at the bending axis of the device so that the user can bend the
device along the corresponding axis. The bending axis area
may be a portion, the position or direction of which is less
changed with respect to that of the device before bending
when the device is bent. In other words, the flexible portable
device may have at least one bending axis area which includes
a position that is least changed with respect to that of the
flexible portable device before bending and after bending the
portable device. In a case in which the motion sensor is
disposed at the above-mentioned portion, therefore, the
occurrence of an error of the motion sensor due to bending of
the device may be avoided or minimized.

In a case in which the device has one bending axis area, the
motion sensor may be disposed at the shaded portion shown
in FIGS. 9(a) to 9(¢). In a case in which the device has a
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plurality of bending axis areas, the motion sensor may be
disposed at an intersection between the bending axis areas.
That is, the motion sensor may be disposed at any one of the
bending axis areas. In this case, however, the influence due to
bending occurred in the other bending axis area cannot be
avoided. In a case in which the device has a plurality of
bending axis areas, therefore, the motion sensor is disposed at
the intersection between the bending axis areas to avoid or
minimize the influence due to bending simultaneously occur-
ring along a plurality of bending axes. For example, as shown
in FIG. 9(e) or 9(f), the motion sensor may be disposed at a
center area at which the bending axes intersect.

On the other hand, in a case in which the bending axes
cannot be divided based on the physical property (flexibility)
of'the device, the bending axes or the position of the motion
sensor may be set in consideration of a bending method
expected to be most frequently used according to the shape of
the device. In this case, the motion sensor may be disposed at
the center area of the device.

FIG. 10 is a view showing a control operation of a device
according to a further embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10(a) shows a flexible portable device 10010 which is
executing a position and direction based application. In FIG.
10, a constellation application for displaying a constellation
existing in a direction indicated by the device at the position
of'auser is shown as an example of the position and direction
based application.

As previously described, the position, direction, and angle
of the device may be recognized using a motion sensor. For
example, the position of the user on the earth may be recog-
nized using a GPS sensor, and the orientation of the device or
the user may be recognized using a geomagnetic sensor. Also,
an angle between the device and the surface of the earth may
be recognized using a gravity sensor or an inclination sensor.
Consequently, the device 10010 may display a star chart of a
constellation located at a position indicated by the device,
which is being used by the user, using the constellation appli-
cation, as shown in FIG. 10(a). Upon changing the direction
in which the device 10010 is directed or the angle at which the
device 10010 is directed, such motion of the device 10010
may be recognized, and the device 10010 may display a star
chart, coordinates of which have been changed.

FIGS. 10(5) and 10(c) show a case in which the device that
is executing the constellation application is intentionally or
unintentionally bent by a user.

In an embodiment, in a case in which the device is bent as
shown in FIG. 10(b), a geomagnetic sensor for sensing ori-
entation may be disposed at the right side of the bent device.
In this case, the device may recognize that the orientation of
the device has been changed although the direction or orien-
tation in which the user faces the display is not changed. In
this case, therefore, the device 10020 may determine that a
direction change motion has occurred in the right direction
rather than in a direction intended by the user with the result
that the device may display the right side part of the constel-
lation. However, the device 10020 is merely bent in a state in
which the main direction of the device is not changed. For this
reason, the device must display an image as shown in FIG.
10(a).

FIG. 10(c) shows a case in which a portable device includ-
ing a motion sensor according to an embodiment of the
present invention is used. As shown in FIG. 10(c), the user
may intentionally or unintentionally bend a device 10030. In
the portable device according to the present invention, how-
ever, the motion sensor is disposed at a portion of the portable
device at which the influence of bending of the device on the
motion sensor is avoided or minimized. For this reason, dis-
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play control as shown in FIG. 10() according to bending of
the device may not be performed. Ina case in which the device
is bent as shown in FIG. 10(c), therefore, the changed direc-
tion is not sensed by the motion sensor with the result that the
same display as shown in FIG. 10(a) may be maintained.

In another embodiment, in a case in which the motion
sensor detects motion equal to or less than a predetermined
first threshold value, it may be determined that such motion
has occurred by bending the device, with the result that the
detected motion may be ignored or bypassed. In other words,
in a case in which a sensing value of a motion sensing unit is
equal to or less than the first threshold value, the portable
device may determine that the sensed motion has occurred
due to bending of the device, and therefore, the device may
not be controlled based on the motion.

Also, the portable device may further include a bending
sensor unit for detecting whether the device has been bent in
a case in which motion having a sensing value equal to or less
than a second threshold value has been detected to determine
whether such motion has occurred due to bending of the
device. When motion of the portable device equal to or less
than the second threshold value has been detected, and the
bending sensor unit detects that the device has been bent, it is
determined that the detected motion has occurred due to
bending of the device with the result that the operation cor-
responding to the motion may not be performed, or the
motion may be ignored or bypassed. Even in a case in which
the position of the motion sensor unit does not completely
avoid the influence due to the bending of the device, therefore,
the sensing value of the motion sensor unit due to the bending
of the device is not reflected in controlling the device,
whereby it is possible to minimize or prevent malfunction of
the device based on sensing of the motion according to bend-
ing of the device. In this case, the second threshold value may
be equal to or greater than the first threshold value. That is,
instead of increasing the threshold value, whether the device
has been bent may be further detected to more accurately
control the device.

The first threshold value and the second threshold value
may be used together. That is, if motion equal to or less than
the first threshold value is detected, the device may ignore or
bypass the motion. If motion greater than the first threshold
value and equal to or less than the second threshold value is
detected, it may be determined whether the motion has
occurred due to bending of the device using the bending
sensor. In a case in which the motion has occurred due to
bending of the device, the motion may be ignored or
bypassed. On the other hand, in a case in which the motion has
not occurred due to bending of the device, the device may be
controlled based on the motion.

In the embodiment of the present invention, the portable
device may include the bending sensor as previously
described to sense the occurrence of bending, bending direc-
tion, and bending degree. Also, the bending of the portable
device may be mapped as a gesture of the user so that the
portable device can be controlled based thereupon. In this
case, the bending of the portable device may be referred to as
abending gesture that can be input by the user. In connection
with the above-mentioned bending axis area, the bending
gesture may be mapped in a state in which the bending gesture
is divided based on the bending axis area. Inanormal case, the
bending gesture may be input in a direction perpendicular to
the bending axis area. As described with reference to FIG. 9,
operations of bending the portable device may be mapped
with user input as bending gestures based on the bending axis

20

25

40

45

55

12

area. In a case in which a plurality of bending axis areas is
provided, therefore, a plurality of bending gestures may be
used.

Display control may be performed based on a bending
gesture according to an application executed by the portable
device. For example, in a case in which a media player is
driven in the portable device, bending of the right side of the
device may be mapped as forwarding, bending of the left side
of the device may be mapped as rewinding, and the device
may be controlled based thereupon. In another embodiment,
in a case in which an image, such as a document, is displayed
by the portable device, upward, downward, left, and right
bending of the portable device may be mapped as scroll
directions of the document so that the display image can be
scrolled according to the bending of the portable device.

As is apparent from the above description, a portable
device including a flexible display or a portable device which
is configured to be flexible according to the present invention
can be accurately operated and controlled irrespective of flex-
ibility thereof.

Also, although a flexible portable device is bent, influence
due to bending of the flexible portable device is avoided or
minimized, and therefore, the flexible portable device can be
accurately operated.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the
inventions. Thus, it is intended that the present invention
covers the modifications and variations of this invention pro-
vided they come within the scope of the appended claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:
1. A flexible portable device comprising:
a display unit configured to display an image;
a sensor unit configured to detect a bending of the flexible
portable device and a movement of the portable device,

wherein the sensor unit includes a motion sensor config-
ured to detect the movement of the portable device and
the motion sensor is locally disposed in a bending axis
area at a position that is less changed in sensing with
respect to that of the flexible portable device before
bending and after bending the flexible portable device,
such that an influence of bending on the motion sensor is
minimized; and

a control unit configured to: detect, via the sensor unit, the

bending of the flexible portable device,

detect, via the motion sensor, the movement of the flexible

portable device due to the bending of the flexible por-
table device, and

ignore or bypass a value of the detected movement of the

flexible portable device due to the bending of the flexible
portable device if the value of the detected movement of
the flexible portable device is equal to or lower than a
predetermined threshold value.

2. The flexible portable device according to claim 1,
wherein a reference plane or a reference axis of a bendable
area of the flexible portable device is changed by bending the
bendable area.

3. The flexible portable device according to claim 1,
wherein the bending axis area is located at a center area of the
flexible portable device.

4. The flexible portable device according to claim 1,
wherein the flexible portable device further has at least one
nonflexible area which is non-bendable.

5. The flexible portable device according to claim 1,
wherein the bending axis area includes a position that is least
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changed with respect to that of the flexible portable device
before bending and after bending the portable device.

6. The flexible portable device according to claim 5,
wherein the bending axis area has lower flexibility than the
remaining areas of the flexible portable device.

7. The flexible portable device according to claim 5,
wherein, when the flexible portable device has a plurality of
bending axis areas, the motion sensor is located at an inter-
section between the bending axis areas.

8. The flexible portable device according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit controls the display unit through
sensing performed by the motion sensor.

9. The flexible portable device according to claim 1,
wherein the motion sensor comprises at least one selected
from among an inclination sensor, a geomagnetic sensor, a
gravity sensor, a gyro sensor, an acceleration sensor, and a
camera sensor.

10. The flexible portable device according to claim 1,
wherein the flexible portable device is realized by at least one
selected from among a bendable type device, a foldable type
device, and a rollable type device.

11. The flexible portable device according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit controls the flexible portable device
according to a bending gesture with respect to the flexible
portable device based on the bending axis.
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